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f f c A / /c /i/uu&e 
by Robert B. Ives 
Chapter 19 of the Book of Revelation depicts 
crowds in heaven shouting, "Praise God! Alleluia! 
Amen!" And amid this tumultuous worship, we hear a 
single voice coming from the throne of God, encour-
aging us to join in the heavenly song: 
Praise our God, 
all you his servants, 
you that fear him, 
both great and small 
(Rev. 19:5) 
Think of it—invited to join with all of the servants 
of God down through the centuries in songs of praise 
to God. Invited to join in this chorus, we should know 
more about what it means to praise God. 
( J / ~ his word "praise" is used in 
Luke 2 when a great company 
of the heavenly host sang the 
praises of God to the shepherds. And the 
shepherds, after they had been to visit 
the Christ child, also took up the refrain 
and were praising God. 
The crowds in the streets of Jerusalem 
were praising God on the day Jesus rode 
into town on a donkey. And the early 
Christians, after Jesus' ascension, met 
regularly in the Temple, praising God. 
In Romans 15, Paul writes of Christ 
becoming a servant to the whole Jewish 
nation in order to make God's promises 
come true. And in this promise the Gen-
tiles are included. So, there is good rea-
son for the Gentiles to praise God. This 
is a fulfillment of Psalm 18:49 "I will 
praise you among the Gentiles and sing 
hymns to your name." 
Praise accompanies God's great works 
in our world. It is an appropriate re-
sponse when we see what God is doing. 
When God revealed the way he was 
going to save humanity through the 
birth of Jesus, then those who under-
stood broke forth in a spontaneous 
response, first the angels, then the shep-
herds. That spontaneous response came 
as the light began to dawn on what 
God was doing. And it was such a sur-
prise, such a glorious way to do it, that 
men and angels praised God. 
It was also an occasion for praise 
when (as the people supposed) the Mes-
siah came into Jerusalem to deliver 
Israel, to save the people from all their 
problems. And joy was a part of the 
praise, just as it was when the angels 
sang. 
And the new Christians felt joy as 
they were blessed by Jesus just before he 
left earth and then they spent all their 
time in the temple praising God (Luke 
24:53). In the vigor of a new life with all 
its possibilities and in the excitement of 
the Holy Spirit, these Christians praised 
God. They saw how God had worked in 
Jesus to bring salvation. 
We are told to praise God also. But 
our praise must come spontaneously, 
and because we understand that God 
does save us. David Mains once wrote 
about inviting members of the Circle 
Church in Chicago to pray on Sunday 
morning. Asked to pray a "praise 
prayer," they would frequently come to 
him and ask, "How do you do that? I sat 
down to think about the prayer and I 
could think of things to ask God for, or 
to thank God for. But how do you praise 
God in prayer?" 
We all must face that question. The 
voice from the heavenly throne asks us 
to praise God. The biblical example of 
Christians and heavenly beings is that 
they praise God. The precedent of church 
history is that believers have praised 
God. And we must praise him too. 
What shall we say to this? 
We might respond with a pitiful 
answer: I want to, but I cannot, I don't 
know how. Or the frivolous answer: I 
hear quite well what is being asked, and 
in my own way I do praise God. Or the 
weak-kneed answer: I simply don't feel 
like it now. And the worst answer of all: 
Oh, it isn't all that important. I can do it 
when I really need to. But I don't want to 
be forced to do it. It has to come from 
me. In the meantime, I'll just keep on 
living my Christian life as I always have, 
building up my mountain of requests 
and self-satisfied squeaks. And I will 
take my place as "king of the mountain" 
and say to Go<f—I was your servant as 
best I knew how, doing the things I 
thought were important. 
But our response dare not be any of 
these. Not only will it be shown up in 
heaven as pitiful and frivolous and 
weak-kneed and disinterested. But the 
voice from the throne continues to drum 
on our ears, "You are to praise God; 
everything else is excuse and unworthy 
of your new life in Christ." And you 
know that is so. You know perfectly well 
what you are supposed to do. If you do 
not do it, your life is wretched. This is 
our situation when we do not praise 
God. 
Encouragement for praise 
But there are several reasons which 
encourage our praise. We see one in the 
word our. This God we praise is our 
God. One good look at the newspaper 
or Time magazine and you would be 
convinced of the alienation and alone-
ness people feel. They feel as if the uni-
verse were against them, as if other men 
don't care about them. And in this alien-
ated world we receive a word from God 
that says he is on our side. That is far 
be t te r t han Wins ton Church i l l ' s 
famous remark when Britain seemed to 
be all that prevented Germany from 
submerging the whole of Europe in 
World War II and Britain herself was 
being bombed to pieces. Churchill said, 
"Very well, alone then." We need not say 
that. We say, "Very well, with God then. 
He is for us." And he is! As the words 
from the throne say, he is our God. 
Secondly, there is the suggestion that 
those who praise God are "you that fear 
him." 
Perhaps it is right that praise comes 
from fear. But then we must see what 
this fear is. Repeatedly in the Bible, fear 
is described as the emotion which wells 
up in people who confront something 
having to do with God which they do 
not understand. The disciples on the 
Mount of Transfiguration (Mt. 17:6), 
John on Patmos (Rev. 1:17), the soldiers 
watching Jesus die (Mt. 27:54), they 
who saw Jesus heal a paralyzed man 
(Mt. 9:8), the hemorrhaging woman on 
discovering she was healed (Mk. 5:33), 
the women fleeing from the empty tomb 
(Mk. 16:8)—all of these people came 
close enough to the power of God to fear 
it, to feel themselves undone. 
When was the last time any of us 
came so close to God that we were 
afraid? Is it true that we try to keep a safe 
distance from God so we will not con-
front this fearful God? God does things 
in our lives that we cannot control. He is 
not a tame God. He is not safe. And 
when we understand that, we shall both 
fear God and praise him. 
Thirdly, we shall fear God and praise 
him whether we are great people or 
small people. It is "both great and small" 
who praise God. And why not? Great 
and small are relative terms. 
Sometimes I like the idea that the 
angels of heaven play and sing Mozart, 
perhaps the greatest of all earthly com-
posers. At other times I'm convinced 
that heavenly music will be so incredibly 
more beautiful than Mozart that Mozart 
himself shall bow down. 
Sometimes I think that Rembrandt 
shall paint the scenes of heaven for a 
heavenly art gallery. At other times I'm 
convinced that the art of heaven will be 
so incredibly more alive then anything 
Rembrandt could paint that the Dutch 
Master himself shall bow down. 
It is fitting that both great and small 
shall praise God, and so what seems 
quite different in our eyes shall be seen 
to be one in praising God. 
Will it not be glorious to be in that 
group shouting, at the top of heavenly 
lungs, "Alleluia, for the Lord God 
omnipotent has entered on his reign." 
But it will be quite as wonderful to 
learn to praise our God now. And the 
nature of praise is that it pours out from 
joy and fear. It is our privilege and 
responsibility to know of that praise. 
Robert Ives is senior pastor of the Brethren 
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s a parent and teacher, 
I frequently caution my 
children and students: 
Be careful to evaluate others' opinions. 
Check things out for yourself. Don't 
automatically accept everything that 
you see in print. 
Preparing to teach a course on the 
electronic church, it was therefore only 
natural to heed my own advice to go 
beyond reading. I decided to devote a 
block of time to first-hand observation 
of religious programs and a weekend 
visit to Philadelphia seemed to provide 
the perfect opportunity. We were away 
from our home congregation, so I 
wouldn't feel guilty about staying at 
home. Moreover, Philadelphia had a 
much larger selection of religious pro-
gramming than was broadcast in the 
Harrisburg area. 
After a total of five hours of viewing, I 
felt saturated with TV preaching, men-
tally exhausted, and spiritually unsatis-
fied. Only one of the sermons had stimu-
lated my thinking along spiritual lines. 
The benefit I gained was not in propor-
tion to the amount of time spent in front 
of the tube. I had experienced no mean-
ingful worship, no interchange of ideas, 
and had no encouragement from fellow 
believers. 
The experience was strangely differ-
ent from worshipping in my home con-
gregation. Instead of being edified by 
the pastor and fellow Christians, I felt 
(at various times) manipulated, annoyed, 
Lois Beck has been a member of the 
faculty of Messiah College since 1968. 
and demeaned—as if my checkbook 
were the most important part of me. 
What I observed did not contradict 
the volumes of written criticism I have 
read. Whether from the secular or reli-
gious press, the liberal or conservative 
wing, these criticisms of the electronic 
church are basically the same. They 
could be grouped into two main catego-
ries: fund-raising and theology. 
Many writers objected to the amount 
of time spent on fund-raising and to the 
gimmicks that are used. In this respect, 
the Sunday I chose to view was proba-
bly a typical one. I was bombarded with 
offers for free "Jesus First" pins; free 
Good Shepherd medallions with the 
saying, "When faced with a mountain, I 
will climb over, go around, tunnel under, 
and turn it into a gold mine"; and a free 
book, How to Stay on Top When the 
Bottom Falls Out. 
I was also promised blessings as I 
gave: "The greater the sacrifice, the 
greater the blessing." For $120 I could 
receive a leather-bound, personalized 
edition of the Bible with a certain evan-
gelist's personal study notes. For $5001 
could receive four books with titles such 
as How to Survive and Thrive, or an 
engraved memorial brick. As you can 
see, the slogans and book titles convey a 
fairly good idea of the success-oriented 
emphasis of these programs. 
Yet, how representative were these 
broadcasts? In an effort to get a better 
sampling, a wider range of input, and a 
more systematic evaluation of theologi-
cal content, I asked the students in my 
course, "Issues in Mass Communica-
tion," to complete a form consisting of 
Gospel? 
by Lois Beck 
thirty questions pertaining to the stu-
dent's impressions of theological emphas-
es. They were also asked to state how 
much time was spent soliciting contribu-
tions. Twenty-two questionnaires were 
returned, covering fourteen different pro-
grams, both radio and TV. Even though 
this study can make no claims to being 
rigorous and scientific from the research 
standpoint, the results are worthy of 
comment. 
In more than half of the programs, 
about the same amount of time was 
spent in fund-raising as would have been 
taken for commercial messages during 
regular network programming. It was 
interesting that on the programs spon-
sored by a denomination or a local 
church, much less time was spent request-
ing contributions, probably because finan-
cial support did not depend on the lis-
tener or viewer. 
The need on the part of some media 
evangelists to rely on the audience for 
funds to maintain their ministry has sig-
nificant implications. The theological 
message is distorted in two important 
ways. First, the preacher, not wanting to 
risk alienating anyone, avoids messages 
that emphasize serving others, bearing 
the cross, or working to correct social 
injustices. Amos or Jeremiah wouldn't 
have stayed on the air very long! 
The other side of the coin is that the 
preacher who is dependent on audience 
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support popularizes his message, build-
ing up our faith as a means to physical 
healing, financial prosperity and social 
success. In short, he emphasizes a "bless-
ing mentality"—what God can do for 
you rather than what God expects you 
to do for him. I must state that there is 
nothing wrong with these messages as 
long as they are balanced with the less 
popular, more challenging responsibili-
ties of discipleship. 
I had anticipated that statements such 
as the following would be emphasized: 
—Material blessings are a sign of 
being right with God. 
—The prayers of a righteous Chris-
tian leader are highly effective. 
—God rewards us in proportion to 
our giving. 
—Personal salvation is adequate for 
all the ills of humankind. 
Yet my students did not perceive any 
of these being emphasized. In this re-
spect, the inquiry did not substantiate 
my personal observation of religious 
Electronic churches may spawn elec-
tronic denominations, a sociologist told 
participants at the National Religious 
Liberty Conference in Washington. Jeff-
rey K. Hadden, a professor at the Uni-
versity of Virginia and co-author of a 
new book, "Prime Time Preacher," said 
the sophistication of new computer-
based communications techniques— 
which allow direct communication be-
tween the broadcasters and audiences— 
makes possible the rise of the new 
denominations. 
Addressing the biennial Religious 
Liberty Conference sponsored by the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Af-
fairs, Hadden said such denominations 
also will be hastened by an ever increas-
ing need for funds to keep the programs 
on the air. He added that more and 
more evangelists competing for money 
from an audience which has not increas-
ed appreciably "may hasten the day 
when one or more of the major minis-
tries collapses." Such pressures, he said, 
"could eventually lead some of them 
into the franchising business," creating 
what essentially would be "branch offi-
ces" of the national organization to sup-
port the television ministry and its ancil-
lary projects. 
"A skillful blending of communica-
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broadcasts. However, since most of 
these concepts are implied rather than 
clearly stated, perhaps the students did 
not pick up the underlying messages. 
I anticipated that the following state-
ments would not be highlighted in broad-
cast messages: 
—The relationship among believers is 
an important outworking of the faith. 
—As we do unto others, we are doing 
unto the Lord. 
—Discipleship will often include hard-
ship and suffering. 
—Christians must speak out and act 
against social injustice. 
—We are called to be faithful stew-
ards of creation. 
—The believer needs to be held ac-
countable to a local church. 
This prediction was clearly substan-
tiated by the questionnaire results. 
It seems apparent that the implicit 
goal of each of the religious programs 
evaluated was to broadcast the salvation 
message over the airwaves. The follow-
tions technology and face-to-face recruit-
ing techniques developed by groups 
such as the Mormons could result in 
rapid church development," Hadden 
said. "The televangelists and their local 
organizations could expect to receive a 
good bit of criticism for robbing the 
pews of other churches, but 'member 
snatching' has been going on for a long 
time among proselytizing evangelists." 
Hadden said Jerry Falwell "is perhaps 
best positioned to move in this direction. 
For all intents and purposes he already 
has the organizational structure in place 
with Liberty Baptist College and Lib-
erty Baptist Seminary." "Among his 
ing statements were clearly and uni-
formly emphasized: 
—Jesus Christ is the Son of God who 
came to earth to fulfill God's plan of 
salvation. 
—The believer needs to accept Christ 
as Lord and Savior. 
—There is a life after death when 
people will be either rewarded or 
punished. 
My own observations did not yield 
such clear-cut uniformity, but once a-
gain, student expectations could have 
colored perceptions and interpretations. 
In addition, my sampling was confined 
to TV, where more theological distor-
tion is present. The higher cost of pro-
duction and air time puts more pressure 
on the TV preacher to give a more popu-
lar, watered-down message so as to 
attract a larger audience of potential 
contributors. 
Ultimately, we each need to consider 
our response to the electronic church. 
to next page, please 
many ambitious goals for the current 
decade is the establishment of 5,000 new 
churches," Hadden said. "Falwell denies 
any interest in founding a new denomi-
nation (but) were Falwell inclined, it 
would take little effort to transform 
independent Baptists into Falwellian 
Baptists." 
He also noted Pat Robertson of Chris-
tian Broadcasting Network has a struc-
ture which could be transformed into 
local congregations, with prayer and 
counseling centers in 83 cities, manned 
by 10,000 volunteers. "If other televan-
gelists are not as ideally organized to 
create new denominations as Falwell 
and Robertson, they still possess con-
siderable resources to build churches 
that would owe allegiance to them," 
Hadden said. 
EPA News Service 
Sisters and Brothers by Joel Kauffmann 
Electronic denominations 
predicted by sociologist 
ELECTRtMC CHURCH 
from page 5 
Our range of possibilities is limited: 
turning the set on or off, writing a letter 
to either protest or commend, and choos-
ing to contribute. While the individual 
click of the off button has no repercus-
sions, letter writing is not much better. It 
is unlikely that many personal letters are 
read by the typical electronic preacher. 
It is more likely that we will become part 
of a mailing list, regardless of our letter's 
content. 
Just as in commercial TV, money is 
the most effective way of expressing an 
opinion. But some questions need to be 
raised to aid us in deciding whether to 
contribute or not. 
First, what is the perceived goal of the 
broadcast? To reach the unsaved? To 
replace the Sunday morning worship 
hour? To provide an alternative for the 
bed-ridden or incapacitated? To supply 
spiritual food for the already converted? 
It is extremely difficult to reach believers 
and unbelievers with the same program 
content, so determining the target audi-
ence and how well this group is being 
reached and served is an important step. 
Secondly, what are the theological 
messages, both stated and implied? For 
instance, when we are constantly being 
asked to send in our prayer requests, 
does this imply that the support of a 
local group of believers is less impor-
tant? Or is the underlying message that 
the prayers of this charismatic preacher 
are more effective than those of our 
Christian friends? Or is it a gimmick to 
get us to send money with our request or 
to get our name and address on the 
mailing list? 
Is the evangelist truly holding up 
Jesus Christ or is he promoting himself? 
Could the ministry continue without 
him, or is he too vital a part of the 
organization? How does the theology of 
this particular program stack up against 
that of our own church? Here, it is just as 
important to consider what is omitted as 
what is clearly emphasized. 
A third guideline for evaluating pro-
grams concerns responsible stewardship. 
Does the organization have a high over-
head? Is a large proportion of the staff 
composed of volunteers? Does the stu-
dio or church building seem modest or 
flashy, attempting to convey an aura of 
success through gimmicks and special 
effects? 
Through the application of these guide-
lines, I hope that, as individuals and as 
part of the body of believers, we can 
determine our stance toward the elec-
tronic church as a whole, as well as 
deciding which individual programs may 
deserve our support. 
AN ANALYSIS 
Most Americans believe in God, 
but don't know much about him 
Americans overwhelmingly believe in 
God, judging from surveys that show 93 
percent have a religious preference and 
70 percent belong to a church or syn-
agogue. Most of them pray regularly. 
Nearly half of them are in church every 
Sunday. Almost every home in the Uni-
ted States has at least one Bible. But it 
rarely is read. 
These are among the findings in sur-
veys during the past year as summed up 
in the 1981 "Religion in America" report 
of the Princeton Religion Research 
Center. A variety of different measure-
ments "attest to the remarkable stability 
of religion in America," says George 
Gallup Jr., executive director of the cen-
ter, which is linked to his polling organi-
zation. 
The center seeks to broaden knowl-
edge of the nature and depth of U.S. 
religious commitment and explore fac-
tors affecting its growth or decline. 
In regard to the sharp controversy 
over abortion, the surveys find people 
about evenly divided, with 46 percent 
opposing the 1973 Supreme Court deci-
sion allowing abortion and 45 percent 
supporting it. The remaining 9 percent 
were undecided. 
But 54 percent think human life be-
gins at conception, while 22 percent 
think it begins somewhere between con-
ception and birth; 17 percent at birth; 
and 7 percent with no definite opinion 
about it. 
Generally, Mr. Gallup says, the indi-
cated religious stability is impressive, 
considering various trends that would 
be expected to have a "negative impact 
on religion," including the "distractions 
of modern life, forces undermining the 
family and the ongoing conflict between 
values of society and those of the 
church." Ironically, he notes, the "elec-
tronic church," which many critics have 
contended reduces religious participa-
tion, appears to be a "key factor" in 
maintaining religious stability. The sur-
vey indicates that "religious programs 
are more likely to draw people to church 
or synagogue rather than keep them 
away." 
Despite the outward signs of religious 
vitality, he reports there are some nega-
tive indications beneath the surface. For 
example, biblical illiteracy was found to 
be widespread. Fewer than half the 
adult respondents could name four or 
more of the Ten Commandments. A 
fourth of the teenagers have never read 
the Bible. 
"Americans revere the Bible but they 
do not read it," Mr. Gallup observes, 
noting that only 12 percent read it daily. 
While Americans say they believe in 
God, they show "little evidence of hav-
ing pondered a basis for this faith" when 
asked why they have it, he says. While 
most of them pray, he says findings indi-
cate they "do so in an unstructured and 
superficial manner. Prayers are usually 
prayers of petition rather then prayers of 
thanksgiving, intercession or seeking 
forgiveness. God for some is viewed as a 
'divine Santa Claus.' " 
Nevertheless, the surveys find the 
country's religious life to be notably 
broad and steady, including these 
factors: 
Ninety-three percent of the people 
state a religious preference: 61 percent 
Protestant, 28 percent Catholic, 2 per-
cent Jewish, 1 percent Eastern Orthodox 
and 1 percent other religions. 
About 70 percent say they are mem-
bers of a church or synagogue, indicat-
ing that a previous downward trend has 
leveled off. 
Forty percent attend worship in a typ-
ical week. Eighty-six percent say reli-
gion is important or fairly important in 
their lives. 
Americans have a higher degree of 
confidence in organized religion than in 
any other of 10 major institutions in 
society, such as government, banking, 
the news media, business, education and 
the military. Sixty-five percent believe 
religion is able to answer all or most of 
today's problems. 
EPA News Service 
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Beginning MCC Assignments 
B e g i n n i n g a 
three-year assign-
ment with MCC 
in Bangladesh is 
Tim Fretz, member 
of the Falls View 
(Ontario) congrega-
tion. Tim is assign-
ed to do agricultur-
al extension work. He is a graduate of 
the University of Guelph in Ontario and 
the son of Howard and Jean Fretz of 
Ridgeway, Ontario. 
Virginia Good of 
New H a m b u r g , 





Crafts in New Ham-
burg. She received 
a bachelor's degree in religion and Chris-
tian education at Ontario Bible College 
in Toronto. She and her husband Bruce 
have been attending Rosebank Brethren 
in Christ Church in Petersburg, Ont. 
Her parents are Nelson and Betty 
Dorsch of New Hamburg. 
Charlene Hamman of San Francisco, 
Calif., has begun two years of service in 
Toronto, Ont., with Mennonite Central 
Committee. She is working as adminis-
trative assistant for a community center. 
Hamman served previously with Breth-
ren in Christ Missions at the Life Line 
Mission, in San Francisco, and was 
recently employed with the American 
Express Co., in San Bruno, Calif. She is 
a member of the Life Line Chapel, San 
Francisco and is the daughter of How-
ard and Reba Hamman of McVeytown, 
Pa. 
Jeffrey V. Books of Waynesboro, Pa., 
has begun a two-year Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee assignment as director 
of a special drama group that will visit 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ church-
es for a year beginning in September 
1982. Books is working at MCC head-
quarters in Akron, Pa., while organizing 
the group. He received a bachelor's 
degree in religion and communication 
from Messiah College, Grantham, Pa., 
and has studied theater at Pennsylvania 
State University, State College. Books is 
a member of Waynesboro Brethren in 
Christ Church and is affiliated with the 
University Mennonite Church, State 
College. His parents are Virgil N. and C. 
Nadine Books of Waynesboro. 
Barb Buckwalter of Birdsboro, Pa., is 
serving for two years as a day-care 
worker in Montreal, Que., with Men-
nonite Central Committee. She recently 
graduated from Messiah College, Gran-
tham, Pa., with a bachelor's degree in 
early childhood education. She is a 
member of Stowe (Pa.) Brethren in 
Christ Church and her parents are Paul 
L. and Catherine Buckwalter of Birds-
boro. 
Tom and Sharon Easton of Cam-
bridge, Ont., have begun two years of 
Mennonite Central Committee service 
in Neustadt, Ont. as houseparents of 
mentally handicapped adults. In July 
and August they served through MCC 
Sharing together in the Sept. 8-18 MCC orientation were (seated, left to right) 
Jeffrey Books, Charlene Hamman, Barb Buckwalter, and (standing) Sharon and Tom 
Easton. 
(Ontario) as counselors of mentally 
handicapped children at Hidden Acres 
Mennonite Camp, New Hamburg. Their 
previous employment in Cambridge also 
involved mentally handicapped persons. 
Sharon has a diploma from Sheridan 
College, Brampton, Ont., as a children's 
program specialist. 
The Eastons are members of the 
Rosebank Brethren in Christ Church, 
Petersburg, Ont. Tom's parents are 
Winston Easton of Cambridge and 
Margrit Vassalo of London, Ont. Shar-
on's parents are Patricia-Ann and the 
late John McLoughlin of Bramalea, 
Ont. 
Bob and Carmy Hess have begun a 
two-year voluntary service assignment 
with Mennonite Central Committee in 
Whitesburg, KY. A former construction 
foreman, Bob is involved in home repair. 
Carmy, who served previously with 
MCC in Cincinnati, Ohio, is an adult 
basic education instructor. She was re-
cently employed as a reading specialist 
at Harrisburg High School, John Harris 
Campus. The Hesses are members of the 
Harrisburg congregation. 
Benjamin and Lorraine Myers are 
giving a year of service with MCC in 
Zimbabwe during a sabbatical leave. 
Ben, an associate professor of biology at 
Messiah College, is teaching at Matopo; 
Lorraine is doing day-care work. The 
Myerses have five children, two of whom 
are with them in Zimbabwe attending 
Matopo Secondary School. They are 
members of Slate Hill Mennonite 
Church. 
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ZAMBIA 
Bishop Silungwe writes... 
Students at Macha Secondary School pose with some local craft items. 
Not until I stayed five days at Macha 
Secondary School, speaking to our 
young people in the morning prayers on 
the plan of salvation, did I realize much 
more the importance and necessity of 
having and keeping on running our 
schools. We thank and praise God for 
providing means and personnel in order 
to improve and maintain operations in 
our educational institutions efficiently. 
I have been very much encouraged to 
see the students sit and listen attentively. 
They were receptive and responsive as I 
shared the Word of God in the morning 
meetings throughout the week. 
Bishop William T. Silungwe provides 
leadership for the Brethren in Christ Church 
in Zambia. Earlier this year he spoke at 
Macha Secondary School, educational facil-
ityfor about 240 teenage girls. Edith Miller is 
headmistress of the school. 
The encouraging thing was their open-
ness to share with me things to be prayed 
for. Also, I observed that almost all of 
those who came for counselling in the 
afternoon were very sincere, specific and 
hungry for a better and purer Christian 
life. Some were even concerned for the 
salvation of their parents and relatives. 
What a wonderful privilege the church 
still has! 
The following are a few examples of 
prayer requests and statements which 
indicate the sincerity of our young 
people: 
—EMMAH CHINENE—"Pray for 
my father and for the sickness in my 
home. Father bought me a Bible. He 
tells us to go to church but does not 
go himself. I am troubled. I do not 
understand why." 
—DOROTHY MWENDALUBI— 
"Pray for my faith to be strong. Pray 
I will not yield to any kind of tempta-
tion." 
—DORCUS MUSHOPE—Prayed 
a prayer of confession of sins. Request-
ed prayer for her sick mother who 
has heart trouble and loses her sense 
sometimes. 
—BEATRICE MUFUZI—Prayed 
to really accept Christ. She was doubt-
ful before. 
Don't you like us? 
by Marilyn Ebersole 
"Sister, don't you like us? You visit 
other rooms for Bible study, but you 
don't come to ours." With that, she 
slammed the door shut. I felt as though I 
had been slapped in the face. Yet this 
was an answer to prayer. 
In the past I had arranged for this girl 
to come to my house for Bible study 
many times, but she never came. Now 
she was inviting me to come to her room 
to conduct another Bible study. 
It all started months ago. I had a 
Sunday evening Bible study with one of 
the classes of nursing students at Macha. 
Sensing needs among these girls, I usu-
ally closed the study by saying, "I would 
be happy to talk with anyone alone if 
you have questions." 
Marilyn Ebersole serves as lab technician 
at Macha Mission Hospital near Choma, 
Zambia. 
One evening Christine came. We talk-
ed and read scripture together. I pointed 
out that salvation cannot be earned; it is 
a gift from God. Her heart was ready 
and she accepted God's gift. I suggested 
that we get together one evening the 
following week to read the Bible and 
pray together. She came and brought a 
friend. The following week another 
friend came along. I discovered there 
were several girls interested in meeting 
for prayer and Bible study during the 
week. Because their working schedules 
and stages of maturity in their Christian 
lives differed, I suggested dividing into 
several groups. At first they came to my 
house for these studies, but because of 
the neighborhood dogs I now go to the 
girls' dormitory rooms for Bible study. 
Some of the girls in these Bible studies 
come from non-Christian homes. For 
them to understand the passage we are 
studying, I must give background in-
formation. (Those of us who grew up in 
Sunday school, listened to many ser-
mons and had family devotions do not 
fully appreciate our heritage.) 
We have lively discussions. Often the 
students are full of questions. I'll never 
forget the time one asked me what the 
baptism of the Holy Spirit meant. Think-
ing she had read some literature on the 
subject I asked her where she had read 
about it. She answered that she had been 
reading the book of Acts! 
Not all the girls in the studies are 
Christians, but they are searching. And 
all of them want to know what the Bible 
has to say to us today—how it can help 
them in their daily lives. I've been 
thrilled as I have watched a few girls 
reach out to other students. 
I have come to love these girls. Some 
are truly sisters in Christ. When they 
finish their training here at Macha in a 
few months and leave, I will miss them 
very much. My prayer is that wherever 
they go in Zambia, they will be lights 
pointing others to Christ. 
8 Evangelical Visitor 
"I am no more 
ruled by fear." 
by Yotham Sikwangala 
ZAMBIA 
I was so deep and so lost in sin when 
the loving Jesus found me. I sinned 
against God and I did a lot of abomina-
ble things before him. I cursed his word 
and denounced him publicly . . . I was 
not only possessed by the devil to do 
these things but went to the extent of 
disrespecting my parents and lost true 
love for them. 
I traveled all these paths and many 
others hoping to achieve three things: 
happiness, freedom and peace. But as I 
tried each one, somehow I found that 
they all ended up in tragedy. I was 
always bound, no freedom and no peace 
of mind. Always possessed by fear, my 
mind was full of superstitions. In order 
to preserve security around me, I took to 
roots and many other abominable things. 
I had built myself a very strong faith in 
the ruler of the world, Satan. 
Then someone used the power of 
Satan to work a curse on me. This was 
early February 1977. My health sank 
and I began to lose weight. I experienced 
strange dreams at night. Often I would 
wake up in the middle of the night sweat-
ing and hearing strange sounds outside. 
In the morning I would feel very weak. I 
lost appetite for food. The broad smile I 
used to wear on my face was replaced 
with a pale look. 
The first thing that came to my mind 
was to consult a witch doctor. I found 
one, a woman in Chawama Compound 
in the southern end of Lusaka. She 
attended me with all the make-believe 
kindness, giving me different kinds of 
medicines, amulets and charms . . . I 
spent a lot of money and time visiting 
this woman every weekend, hoping to 
regain my health. 
I used these medicines for quite a long 
time but no improvement showed in my 
health. Seeing that my health was failing 
and there remained no other way for 
me, the kind Lord came in and took 
advantage of the situation. Through a 
way I shall never clearly understand, he 
called me to him and I accepted him as 
my personal Savior. 
When I came to the Lord, I found the 
right path that leads to the treasure of 
joy, freedom and peace of mind. He 
showed me that in him was everything, 
eternal life, happiness and peace with 
God. I earnestly prayed and in two days 
time I regained my health . . . I burnt 
everything that I realized was blocking 
my full communion with God. I stopped 
visiting the woman who used to attend 
me and I prayed to God that he would 
give me courage to go to that woman 
and proclaim his Word to her. After two 
weeks of praying, I felt I had courage 
enough to face her. I went. I told her 
about the Word of God and excused 
myself from her treatment. 
Because of my weak faith in Jesus, I 
feared that the woman might turn a-
gainst me because of denouncing her 
power. I feared that if she cursed me in 
the power of Satan, the trouble might 
come again. I prayed to the Lord for his 
protection and the following night the 
answer came in a dream. 
It is only now 
that I realize 
how much 
I wronged and 
insulted God. 
It is only now that I realize how far I 
had wandered from the home of the 
Father. It is only now that I realize how 
much I wronged and insulted God. I 
surely deserved the death penalty, but 
God is so kind that he called me back. I 
owe a lot to him and I've got a feeling 
that the time remaining is just too short 
for me to accomplish what I ought to do 
for him. 
My friends and I were amazed at the 
way the Lord restored my health. I am 
now happy and free and I have peace 
with God. I am no more ruled by fear. 
These days I can even go out alone in a 
dark night. I no more have much fear of 
dangerous things like snakes, road acci-
dents and other things. 
Before I came to the Lord I had much 
desire for the world. My future was dot-
ted with ambition and anxieties. I was 
looking forward to getting a nice job 
with a fat salary, which means a high 
standard of living. As soon as I came to 
the Lord, everything vanished from my 
mind and a new career sprang up in my 
mind, for which I still burn with longing. 
This is pastorship. I have got a strong 
feeling that this is the Lord's call to his 
ministry and of course I have got to 
answer it with love and willingness. 
Several years have passed since Yot-
ham shared this testimony. More recent-
ly, he wrote to the Sterns from Bible 
school: 
"If there is anything I pray about, it is 
a church-wide revival. Somehow, I feel 
that a spiritual revival is about to take 
place in our church. More than ever 
before, I long to preach the gospel of 
Jesus Christ in our church. 
"I just cannot help but express my 
excitement about what the Lord has 
done for me. To know that my sins have 
been covered under the blood, my heart 
cleansed, and to walk with God day by 
day, are more than anything else in the 
world. A couple of years ago, in that 
camp, I met Christ and he touched and 
changed my life. God has recently reveal-
ed to me that holiness is required of me 
more than service. How I desire to be 
broken, melted and molded into God's 
own make. My prayer and my aim is to 
be the kind of man God wants me to be 
for him and for others." 
A spiritual "son" of Pete and Mim Stern in 
Lusaka, Zambia, Yotham Sikwangala testi-
fies to Christ's transformation and continu-
ing work in his life. Soon after becoming a 
Christian, Yotham recounted his story. Now 
he, with his wife, is a student at Kenya High-
lands Bible College. Mim Stern writes, "Fel-
lows like this make our work worthwhile. He 
is a miracle!" 
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Church News 
Allegheny Conference 
Sunday, Oct. U , was Rally Day for the Air Hill 
congregation. Special guests were Dr. Richard 
Canfield and Rev. Bill Baublitz. The children were 
ministered to by Child Evangelism. • The Cedar 
Grove congregation reports receiving seven per-
sons into fellowship on Sunday, Sept. 27. Five 
persons were baptized in the afternoon. 
Six persons were received into membership by 
the Messiah Village congregation recently. • The 
Montgomery congregation reports receiving two 
persons into fellowship and six persons baptized 
on Sunday, Sept. 27. 
The Newton Hamilton congregation held a ded-
ication service of their church building on Sunday 
afternoon, Nov. 8. 
Atlantic Conference 
Rally Day was held on Sunday, Oct. 4 by the 
Hummelstown congregation, with 122 present. A 
fellowship meal followed the worship service. • A 
Family Day was held by the Manheim congrega-
tion on Sunday, Sept. 27. Families displayed crafts 
and hobbies in the afternoon prior to an evening of 
skits and family music specials. 
The Manor congregation reports a baby dedica-
tion on Sunday morning, Sept. 20, for nine babies. 
• Bishop John Byers led in the installation of 
Harry Bergy, on Sunday, Oct. 11. The Bergy fam-
ily, formerly from the Silverdale congregation, has 
now assumed pastoral duties at Montoursville. 
The Silverdale congregation reports holding a 
child dedication service on Sunday, Sept. 13, and 
also holding a farewell fellowship for the Harry 
Bergy family. 
Canadian Conference 
The Falls View congregation hosted a farewell 
dinner July 25 for Julie Tarnawsky and Timothy 
Fretz. Julie, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Nick Tar-
nawsky, joins MCC's Inter-Mennonite Trainee 
Program in Holland. Tim, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Fretz, has been assigned to M C C s agri-
cultural program in Bangladesh. 
An Invitation 
With thanksgiving the 
Board of the Paxton Street 
Home Benevolent Society, 
Inc. invites interested 
friends to attend the re-
opening and dedication of 
our facility at 2001 Paxton 
Street, Harrisburg, PA., on 
Sunday, November 22, 
1981, at 3:00 p.m. 
The Massey Place congregation sponsored "The 
School of Christian Living and Training" for the 
second year. The classes run for eight weeks and 
have a variety of class choices. 
A fellowship meal was held by the Ridgemount 
congregation on Sunday, Sept. 20, as part of their 
One Step Forward. A communion service was 
conducted during the worship service. • The Wel-
land congregation reports receiving two persons 
into fellowship on Sunday, Sept. 27. Rev. Roy 
Sider was a recent guest speaker. 
Central Conference 
Rev. and Mrs. Percy Cassel observed their 50th 
wedding anniversary on March 19, with a family 
dinner. A fellowship dinner was also held by the 
Nappanee Brethren in Christ congregation of 
which the couple are members, following the Sun-
day morning service. Rev. Cassel was ordained to 
the Christian ministry in 1944 and spent 18 years 
as an active minister in the Brethren in Christ 
Church. The couple has three children: Norma, 
Wayne and Douglas. 
Special guests of the Nappanee congregation 
were Rich and Kathy Stuebing, missionaries to 
Zambia. Rich brought the morning message and 
Kathy ministered in music on Sunday, Oct. 11.* 
The Southerners brought an evening of music to 
the Pomeroy Chapel congregation on Sunday 
evening recently. 
Midwest Conference 
A Sunday Rally Dinner was held by the 
Bethany congregation on Saturday, Oct. 24. Rev. 
Charles Norman was the guest speaker and Elaine 
Norman provided the special music. Special recogni-
tion was given to the teachers and their assistants. 
• Sunday, Nov. 1, was Dedication and Homecom-
ing for the Rosebank congregation. 
Pacific Conference 
The Pacific Conference Board of Christian 
Education sponsored a weekend conference Sept. 
25-26, hosted by the Upland congregation. Area 
churches continued the emphasis on Sunday, 
Sept. 27. Out-of-state guests included Winnie 
Swalm, executive director of the General Confer-
ence Board of Christian Education, and Erwin 
Thomas of the Publication Board, who highligh-
ted the Foundation Series Sunday school curricu-
lum. Workshops and skits were planned by a local 
committee, headed by conference director Stan 
Long. 
Ethel Bundy was the guest speaker for the 
Women's Fall Retreat, held on Saturday, Oct. 17. 
The retreat was hosted by the Upland congregation. 
For The Record . . . 
Births 
Boutin: Christopher William, Oct. 24; Norman 
and Nancy (Winger) Boutin, Bertie congregation, 
Ont. 
Brocious: Devin Charles, Aug. 5; Daniel and 
Tammy Brocious, Mount Pleasant congregation, 
Pa. 
Dick: Brandon Lamar, Sept. 8; George and 
Janet Dick, Shenks congregation, Pa. 
Graybill: Heather Ann, Sept. 14; Jeff and Shir-
ley Graybill, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Kipe: Vanessa Marlene, Aug. 4; Dave and 
Marian Kipe, Welland congregation, Ont. 
Law: Heather, Sept. 23; Mr. and Mrs. Tom 
Law, Alta Loma congregation, Ca. 
Page: Tiffany Marie, Sept. 1; Ronald and 
Brenda Page, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Peterson: Daniella Renee, Aug. 22; Randy and 
Brenda Peterson, Cedar Grove congregation, Pa. 
Poe: Derek Charles, Oct. 7; Jeff and Marcia 
Poe, Antrim congregation, Pa. 
Rittenhouse: Wendy Lynn, Sept. 24; Jerry and 
Elaine Rittenhouse, Souderton congregation, Pa. 
Sallans: Julie Anne, Sept. 16; Wally and Lois 
Sallans, Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Weddings 
Bencsik-Landes: Gayle, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Curtis Landes, Telford, Pa., and Chris, son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Jim Hyer, Souderton, Pa., Sept. 
19, in the Souderton Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Earl Anders and Rev. J. Andrew Stoner 
officiating. 
Buckborough-Clause: Bonnie, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Cameron Clause, and Jamie, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Wray Buckborough, Sept. 5, in the 
Springvale Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. J. 
Allan Heise officiating. 
Buckwalter-Eberly: Ruth Ellen, daughter of 
Ella Eberly, Manheim, Pa., and Arlin, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. A. Lee Buckwalter, Landisville, Pa., 
Aug. 1, in the Manheim Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Isaac Kanode officiating. 
Burkholder-Peachey: Joyce Marie, daughter 
of Mr. and Mrs. Simon Peachey, Belleville, Pa., 
and Mark, son of Mr. and Mrs. Edgar Burk-
holder, Chambersburg, Pa., Sept. 12, in the 
Locust Grove Mennonite Church, Belleville, Pa., 
with Rev. John Rosenberry and Rev. Alders 
Lehman officiating. 
Ciampi-Cobb: Sharon Cobb and Joseph Ci-
ampi, both of Salem, Or., Aug. 29, in the Labish 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Glenn 
Ginder officiating. 
10 Evangelical Visitor 
New Missions Center Location 
In mid-September the Brethren in Christ Missions office moved from 48'/? South 
Market Street, Elizabethtown, to 500 South Angle Street, Mount Joy, PA—about 6 
miles away. Shown here is the new Missions Center near Mount Joy. Formerly the 
Messiah Children's Home, the building to the left houses administrative and service 
offices and provides storage space. The building to the right will provide temporary 
living quarters for missionaries and some office area. 
With the closing of the Messiah Children's Home earlier this year, these facilities 
were made available to the Board for Missions by the Board of Benevolence. Individu-
als and groups are invited to visit the new Missions Center location. Arrangements can 
be made through Louis Cober, Secretary of Public Relations. 
Mailing address of the new office is 500 South Angle Street, P.O. Box 27, Mount Joy, 
PA 17552-0027. Telephone: (717) 653-8067 
The Canadian office of Brethren in Christ Missions is located at 2519 Stevensville 
Road, Stevensville, Ontario LOS 1S0; (416) 382-3144. 
Funk-Mummau: Celesta Fannie, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Owen E. Mummau, Mt. Joy, Pa., 
and James Scott, son of Mr. and Mrs. James H. 
Funk, Mountville, Pa., Sept. 26, in the Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Jacob R. 
Shenk and Rev. John Hawbaker officiating. 
Gearhart-Stailey: Fannie Stailey and Ralph 
Gearhart, Sept. 26, in the Shenks Brethren in 
Chris t parsonage with Rev. Isaac Kanode 
officiating. 
Hall-Brillinger: Vera M. Brillinger, Gormley, 
Ont., and John C. Hall, Hagersville, Ont., Sept. 
12, in the Heise Hill Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. George C. Sheffer, uncle of the bride, 
and Rev. James Cober officiating. 
Marr-Smit: Aggie, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Abraham Smit, and Ron, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Merlin Marr, June 6, in the Ebenezer Christian 
Reformed Church, Jarvis, Ont., with Rev. J. Tui-
ninga officiating. 
Myers-Keller: Tina, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Ralph Keller, Greencastle, Pa., and Charles Jr., 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Myers, Chambers-
burg, Pa., Sept. 26, in the Antrim Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Wilbur Benner officiating. 
Sphar-Ginder: Donna, daughter of Rev. Glenn 
Ginder, Salem, Or., and Clark Sphar Jr., San 
Francisco, Ca., Sept. 19, at the home of the bride 
with Rev. Noel Phillips officiating. 
Obituaries 
Hicks: Connie Maye Hicks, McAlisterville, Pa., 
born Dec. 11, 1949, died Aug. 24, 1981. She was 
the daughter of Earl and Anna Coldren Swartz. 
She is survived by two sons: Kevin and Nevin; a 
daughter, Crystal; two sisters: Mrs. Mae Crum 
and Mrs. Jean Booker; and three brothers: Earl 
Jr., Paul, and Donald. The funeral service was 
conducted in the Yeisley Funeral Home by Rev. 
James Strawser. 
California MDS Committee 
Divides Responsibilities 
Two Brethren in Christ men are fill-
ing leadership positions in a recently 
reorganized Mennonite Disaster Service 
in California. 
Paul Hill, pastor of Life Line Chapel 
in San Francisco, is serving as secretary-
treasurer of the Northern California 
MDS Committee. Merle Musser, of 
Upland, is secretary-treasurer of the 
Southern California MDS Committee. 
According to Nelson Hostetter, exec-
utive coordinator of MDS, the former 
California MDS Committee voted to 
divide in order to better care for the 
needs of potential disaster victims in the 
state. 
Although the Northern California 
unit covers a larger geographic area, 
there is approximately the same total 
population in each area. Both units 
share responsibility for disaster needs in 
the state of Nevada. 
Morris Sider slated 
for cultural series 
at People's Place 
The People's Place, Main Street, Inter-
course, PA opens its 6th Annual Winter 
Cultural Series, November 16 and 17, 
1981 with an evening of "Memories, 
Thoughts, Stories and Songs" with Don 
Jacobs and Roma Ruth. 
This will be a first for this brother/ sis-
ter team in dual public performance. Dr. 
Jacobs is a well-known anthropologist 
and missionary statesman from Landis-
ville, PA, who has successfully enter-
tained and stimulated audiences around 
the world. Sibling Roma Ruth is mother, 
nurse, artist, musician and wife to John 
Ruth from Harleysville, PA. 
The December 7 and 8, 1981 event 
focuses on "Ten 
Things You Should 
Know About The 
Brethren in Christ" 
with Morris Sider. 
A renowned histo-
rian and professor 
at Messiah College, 
G r a n t h a m , PA, 
Sider will give an 
illustrated presentation about The 
Brethren in Christ church. 
Sefe de Leon and Robert Kreider will 
be telling about "Stories and Events 
Which Shaped Our Lives," January 11 
and 12, 1982. Having grown up with 
migrant farmers in Mathis, Texas, de 
Leon's background differs substantially 
from Kreider's, professor of Peace Stud-
ies at Bethel College, North Newton, 
Kansas, and director of Mennonite Li-
brary and Archives in North Newton. 
June Yoder, assistant professor of 
Communications at Goshen (IN) Col-
lege will be the series guest on February 
22 and 23, 1982. Her performance for 
the evening is entitled "Drama: 'Once 
Upon A Time Sarah Said to Abraham' 
. . ." Yoder, an accomplished actor and 
director will perform roles of several 
dramatic women from the Bible. 
Each year The People's Place offers 
the general public evenings of varied cul-
tural events. The attempt is to bring into 
this area accomplished persons related 
to Mennonite peoples in different fields. 
Tickets to the series are sold as a sub-
scription by The People's Place, Main 
Street, Intercourse, PA 17534. Tele-
phone (717) 768-7171. All sessions begin 
at 8 p.m. and are purchased as either a 
Monday night or a Tuesday night series. 
Each evening includes an informal time 
of discussion and audience interaction 
with the guests. 
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SUMMER 
SERVICE IS . . . 
Summer Service is a program sponsored by the Board of 
Christian Education for young people ages 15-21. During the 
summer, young people volunteer for short-term service at 
camps, missions and institutions. These young people volun-
teer their time and help pay their travel expenses. 
This past summer 24 young people were assigned to help in 
six different locations. In addition to 22 who served in camps 
and institutions, two boys pioneered in a new type of 
Summer Service. They responded to a request from the 
Brethren in Christ Church in Stayner, Ontario to help in a 
day camp. The first week they helped to set-up camp and the 
second week they were part of a team of teachers for the 
camp. Note the excitement in their reports. 
Dorcas Climenhaga 
Director of Summer Service 
Thank you so much for sending us these two young men to 
work with us. They were great! The only problem we had was 
when they were leaving. It was a very sad time as we had 
grown to love each other as parents love their children. I was 
fortunate to have the boys stay with us in our home, which 
was extremely rewarding. 
We do have a request to have them back again next year if 
this is at all possible. We would be looking at a longer term of 
service if they can spare us more time. 
We cannot state in words what these two young men did 
for our congregation, because every so often you can see their 
influence in something the young people do. We were truly 
blessed. 
Donita Ruppert 
I would like to share my experiences with the Board of 
Christian Education's "Summer Service" program. 
Through this program I saw the Lord working in my life, 
like I never realized before. I happened to notice an informa-
tion sheet on "Summer Service" on our church's bulletin 
board and the Lord led me to looking into it and finally 
applying for service. 
I was notified that I'd be going to Stayner Brethren in 
Christ Church and working in a day and teen camp there. 
The Lord gave me a beautiful lady to work for (Donita 
Ruppert), a well organized camp, terrific little people to teach 
and love, and many great people to have fellowship with. 
The work wasn't very strenuous but was exhausting. I tried 
to keep Colossians 3:23 in mind. 
The question is often asked, if I would do it again or 
recommend it to another. I say, with the way I grew spiritu-
ally, the way I saw the Lord working, and the love I felt for 
those I came in contact with, I will surely do it next year. And 
young people, you're missing out if you don't try it. It's a great 
spiritual lift. I would like to thank the people of Stayner, 
Ontario for making it possible for me to have such a great 
service. And the Evangelical Visitor for allowing me to share 
the results. 
In Christ's Love 
Dave Channing 
Dave and Dale help the storyteller, Howard Tyrrell, act 
out "The Good Samaritan." They were the thieves attacking 
the man who was robbed. 
My experience with summer service this summer will be 
one that I'll never forget. While serving at the Stayner 
Brethren in Christ Church I learned many lessons that have 
helped me to grow in Christ! I learned much while I was 
serving and I'm still learning from that experience even 
though I'm back home. 
My service consisted of working with a day camp and a 
teen camp. Both were a challenge and I learned much from 
both. 
Day camp was working with grades kindergarten through 
7th grade, and teen camp was working with grades 8-12 and 
older. 
I felt the two weeks were a blessing. I would recommend 
Summer Service to anyone who has a desire to serve the 
Lord. I'm looking forward to serving again next summer. 
Dale Brantner 
12 Evangelical Visitor 
Others say: 
If I had known what a great time I would have at 




My life was greatly influenced by this summer's work. 
Coming into a different experience, I felt the pain of frustra-
tion and that I needed the Lord's help in all of these times. I 
really grew during this period of time because not knowing 
anyone, I needed to depend on God for all my needs. Know-
ing that no matter how small my job was I knew I was to do it 
for His honor and glory. Summer Service also made me get 
along with all kinds of people. I feel that this summer was a 
challenge to me and that I grew through it with God's help. 
Faithe Brubaker 
Camp Lakeview 
Summer Service provided me with a chance to work with 
people and taught me how to get along with others. 
Brenda Schrock 
Mile High Pines 
It was a good learning experience. I enjoyed working with 
the older people. 
Julie Besecker 
Messiah Village 
In this past summer I was given the opportunity of being 
involved in the Summer Service program and I feel it was a 
time that will never be forgotten. It was not only an expe-
rience of learning to perform different types of tasks but also 
a time of fellowship with other young Christians. I would 
definitely recommend this to any other young person who is 
looking for a way of voluntary service. 
Cindy Tyrell 
Mile High Pines 
I came to know the Lord better. The kind of atmosphere at 
Spring Lake was one you would like to have everywhere you 
go. 
John Brewer 
Spring Lake Retreat 
My Summer Service experience was a challenge, a blessing 
and very rewarding. 
Through working with others I realized how necessary it 
was for us to be kind to each other. Sometimes the work 
wasn't much fun but when everyone helped it didn't seem so 
bad. 
While I was there God allowed me to have some hard days 
to show me how trustworthy He really is. Even now that 
those weeks are over, I have continued looking to Him for 
strength and comfort. 
The fun that we had was one of the many rewards that I 
received as a worker. Another was the new friends that I 
made. Those people and experiences will never be forgotten. 
I thank God for giving me such an excellent summer. 
Barbara Sides 
Camp Lakeview 
Dwayne Wingert and 
Lori Bishop, two of 
24 Summer Service 
volunteers for 1981. 
SUMMER SERVICE PARTICIPANTS—1981 
CAMP LAKEVIEW 
Karen Brubaker, Arcanum, OH (Fairview) 
Faithe Brubaker, Newburg, PA (Mt. Rock) 
Dwayne Wingert, Chambersburg, PA (Antrim) 
Barb Sides, Elkhart, IN (Nappanee) 
Rick Short, New Madison, OH (Highland) 
Phyllis Bledsoe, Manchester, KS (Zion) 
DianneSpoonhour, Lewisberry, PA (Redland Valley) 
Daniel Ressler, Gormley, Ontario (Heise Hill) 
KENBROOK CAMP 
Esther Brubaker, Chambersburg, PA (Antrim) 
Lori Dee Bishop, Waynesboro, PA (Five Forks) 
Karen Brubaker, Arcanum, OH (Fairview) 
Kevin Martin, Greencastle, PA (Montgomery) 
MESSIAH VILLAGE 
Karen Peck, Waynesboro, PA (Five Forks) 
Nancy Hunt, McVeytown, PA (Granville) 
Julie Besecker, Waynesboro, PA (Five Forks) 
Yvonne DiGovanni, Newville, PA (Green Springs) 
MILE HIGH PINES 
Kenneth Haines, Waynesboro, PA (Paramount) 
Cindy Tyrell, Fort Erie, Ontario (Riverside) 
Lane Thrush, Shippensburg, PA (Mt. Rock) 
Brenda Schrock, Montclair, CA (Upland) 
John Brewer, Hagerstown, MD (Paramount) 
Jody Brewer, Hagerstown, MD (Paramount) 
STAYNER ONTARIO (Brethren in Christ Church) 
David M. Channing, Waynesboro, PA (Hollowell) 
Dale E. Brantner, Lewisberry, PA (Redland Valley) 
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The stately, elderly couple walk with 
obvious enjoyment on the paths and 
trails of the rolling Messiah College 
campus. A familiar sight to the college 
community, Dr. and Mrs. Asa W. Cli-
menhaga have been a part of the Gran-
tham Campus for a long time. 
Those who take time to chat with 
them soon discover their wide knowl-
edge on most topics of any consequence. 
But most would never surmise that 
behind their serene countenances lies a 
story which resulted in Messiah College 
naming the new $4 million fine arts cen-
ter in their honor last month. 
Asa Climenhaga was born almost 92 
years ago on a farm near Stevensville, 
Ontario, Canada, and lived there for 21 
years. He appreciated his farm expe-
rience, but other fields looked greener. 
After taking undergraduate work at 
John Fletcher College, he went to Mes-
siah College (then known as Messiah 
Bible College and Missionary Training 
School) in the fall of 1912 as a part-time 
teacher. That was only three years after 
its founding, and marked the beginning 
of a 69-year relationship with the college. 
When the school reached a financial 
crisis in 1917, young Asa set out on a 
15-month trip which took him into 
almost every Brethren in Christ home, 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and 
from Texas to the provinces of Canada. 
"I solicited donations both public and 
private. I also recruited students. Many 
church people were not yet sold on the 
idea of a church college." The trip was 
successful. Enough cash and pledges 
were raised to pay all debts with a good 
balance left over. 
After doing graduate work at the 
University of Pennsylvania and Colom-
bia University, he completed the M.A. 
degree in 1923 and the Ph.D. degree in 
1925 at Potomac University. His disser-
tation, "The Original History of the 
Brethren in Christ Church," was later 
published. 
Dr. Climenhaga taught at Messiah 
from 1912 to 1946, served as registrar 
from 1920 to 1925, and became the first 
dean from 1928 to 1946. In those years 
he was much involved in building up the 
academic program of the college. 
He received the M.A. degree in Edu-
cation at Wittenberg University in 1940, 
and the D. Ed. degree from Syracuse 
University in 1945. 
From 1946 to 1961 Dr. Climenhaga 
served variously as Executive Head of 
the Harrisburg Area College Center, in 
administrative capacities at Dickinson 
College, and on many, many boards and 
committees related to education, com-
munity, and church activities. 
From 1961 on he served Messiah Col-
lege as consultant and teacher of art 
until 11 years ago when he celebrated his 
80th birthday. He is now the Dean 
Emeritus. 
It would seem that such a career 
would overshadow anything his wife, 
Anna, might do. But not so. Along with 
being a homemaker through the years 
who has been a most gracious hostess to 
their wide circle of friends, she has had 
an accomplished academic career of her 
own. 
Anna Elizabeth (Kipe) Climenhaga 
was born near Waynesboro, Pennsyl-
vania. She was graduated with honors 
from the Washington Township High 
School in the spring of 1913, serving as 
the class valedictorian. Entering Mes-
siah that fall, she was graduated in 1916, 
again at the top of her class. She 
received the A.B. degree from Potomac 
University in 1922, and the M.A. degree 
from Wittenburg University in 1940. 
Her further education included studies 
on the doctoral Ir/el at Syracuse Uni-
versity and Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity. 
Mrs. Climenhaga taught for one year 
at Wayne Academy near Waynesboro 
(1914-15), and was the principal of 
Washington School in the same area 
from 1917 to 1919. She taught at Mes-
siah College in 1916-17, and from 1922 
to 1946. During the years at Grantham 
she taught Latin, Greek, and German. 
Her many students respected her as a 
teacher and loved her as a friend. 
In one of those years the following 
was written in the college yearbook: 
"There is nothing affected about Mrs. 
Climenhaga's grace and charm. She 
moves among the students . . . with a 
quiet and serene dignity that captivates 
every member of the student body. 
Courtesy is in her every gesture, and her 
emotions are deep and sincere." 
Anna and Asa were married in 1919. 
Their love and devotion to each other in 
all the years since have been a model to 
be emulated by generations of students. 
Mrs. Climenhaga served as secretary 
to the Director of the Harrisburg Area 
Community College from 1948 to 1950, 
and taught in the Carlisle Area School 
System from 1950 to 1962. Even though 
she was at HACC a relatively short 
time, the 1950 yearbook was dedicated 
to her. 
"DEDICATION—To Mrs. Climen-
haga, who always had time to answer 
every question, serious or silly, the one 
calm spot in the midst of confusion, the 
haven for the troubled and distressed, to 
whom no task was too large—no detail 
too trivial, this publication is respect-
fully dedicated." 
The Climenhagas have together given 
much more to Messiah College. Most of 
the acreage of the present Grantham 
Campus was once a part of the farm that 
the Climenhagas purchased in 1921. In 
their words, "The purpose of this pur-
chase was to provide a plot of land on 
which to build, and to preserve land for 
the development of Messiah College." 




by Paul Hostetler 
Most of the farm was sold to the col-
lege at a very nominal price soon after it 
was purchased, with sixteen acres being 
retained for personal use. 
But even those acres were developed 
with the idea of their some day becom-
ing a part of the adjacent campus. 
Through the years many students were 
helped through college by working for 
the Climenhagas in the improvement of 
this land. Fences were removed, roads 
built, trees planted, springs cleaned and 
walled, and trails made. 
The trails were a seeming part of the 
college because the Climenhagas gener-
ously made them available for student 
and faculty use. Carefully and uniquely 
maintained for some forty years, the 
land which held the winding trails was 
turned over to the college in the late 
sixties. 
Trailand Homestead, the large home 
in which they lived for 42 years before 
building and moving into their present 
smaller house, along with three build-
ings housing three apartments each, 
have all been given to Messiah College. 
In addition, valuable museum items 
have been turned over, and also many 
works of art including numerous paint-
ings by Dr. Climenhaga himself. And 
what is more, they have set up trust 
agreements with area banks and the col-
lege with provision in their will to have 
these sizeable funds turned over to Mes-
siah College. 
Many people can testify to the stren-
uous manual labor which the Climen-
hagas put into the development of their 
property over a period of years, and 
many more can witness to their decades 
of capable teaching and administration. 
But Asa and Anna simply say, "We 
believe that the years of hard work and 
money spent have been well invested 
since they have gone, and will continue 
to go into the education of young men 
and women." 
Paul Hostetler is information director for 
Messiah College. 
In every thing? 
Early afternoon, some 30,000 feet above the ground, flying off to a 
missions assignment several years ago. The complimentary cup of coffee in 
hand, I was thinking back over some of the difficulties a fellow Christian 
and I were having in our interpersonal relationships. Increasingly we 
seemed to be having a hard time appreciating each other. 
As I sat there, gazing out over the billowy masses of clouds below and 
reliving some of the incidents which had troubled me in recent months, I 
gradually became aware of feelings of resentment which were building 
within—resentment I had to honestly admit just wasn't appropriate for a 
Christian. 
Then into my reverie came the Apostle Paul's word to the believers at 
Thessalonica, "In every thing give thanks." 
Give thanks for this situation? I suppose I could try, I thought, unable to 
push the intruding scripture out of mind. So I began deliberately to focus 
on those aspects of my brother's life and ministry which I could readily 
appreciate. I recalled the faithful service he had given to the church. I had to 
admit that he seemed to be motivated by a genuine love and concern, even 
in those areas where he and I disagreed. 
As I thanked God for these qualities and more, I began to realize the 
degree of growth in my own life which had come as a result of our 
interaction. Having worked through several situations with this person, I 
had become a more competent administrator and a stronger Christian— 
certainly two more good reasons for giving thanks. 
Instead of continuing to build up a reservoir of resentment which was 
beginning to turn into bitterness, I found myself experiencing joy and even 
a sense of genuine appreciation for my brother. My opinions remained 
much the same concerning various issues on which he and I differed. But 
my attitudes toward him and those issues had been changed dramatically. 
Then, with a special sense of excitement, I went on to thank the Lord for 
other persons who had come into my life—my wife Linda, and our 
children, David, Douglas and Susan; close friends; co-workers in the 
missions office; other persons in the church and in our neighborhood. As 
each person came to mind, I thanked God for bringing him or her into my 
life, and named at least one special contribution they had made to my life. 
Today, editing this issue of the Visitor (which falls midway between 
Canadian and U.S. Thanksgiving Days), I am challenged by the memory 
of that special time of prayer and thanksgiving—flying over the Midwest at 
30,000 feet, a cup of coffee in hand. 
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Christian leader cites 
Muslim expansion 
In the near future, every fourth person in 
the world will be a Muslim, according to 
Eberhard Troeger, director of the Protestant 
Mission in Upper Egypt. He pointed out that 
both reform and conservative wings of Islam 
view their religion as the great alternative to 
the materialistic West and the atheistic East. 
Troeger cited Muslim expansion since the 
beginning of this century. In 1900, he pointed 
out, Muslim population was estimated to be 
100 million—compared to about 500 million 
Christians. Islam now claims about 700 mil-
lion adherents—equalling the number of the 
world's nominal Christians. 
He stated that there are now over five 
million Muslims in western Europe and that 
they are aggressively involved in evangelism. 
Troeger estimated that only two percent of 
the world's 55,000 Protestant missionaries 
are involved in ministry among Muslims. 
Sunday not for business, 
says Chick-Fil-A founder 
Any hankerin' for a Chick-fil-A sandwich 
better come Monday through Saturday. 
Sunday cravings cannot be satisfied because 
the fast-food chain's president is Truett 
Cathy, a Southern Baptist who refuses to 
open that day. 
Business writer J im Thompson of the 
Louisville Courier-Journal said the Georgia-
based chain of over 200 restaurants is proba-
bly the largest fast-food operation in the Uni-
ted States closed on Sunday, a day many 
competitors find almost as profitable as Fri-
day or Saturday. "If a poll were taken and 
everybody were honest, you'd find more 
stores of all kinds would choose to be open 
only six days," Cathy told Thompson. "Pen-
ney's, for example, was not open on Sunday 
as long as J .C. Penney (the founder) was 
alive." 
Cathy said many merchants ask him how 
he can be open only six days when many 
mall contracts demand that stores be open 
seven. "I just scratched out that part," he 
said. "If they want my shop, fine. If not, there 
are others who do." Cathy teaches a teenage 
Sunday school class at First Baptist Church 
in Jonesboro, Ga. 
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Hatfield seeks improved 
delivery of U.S. food aid 
A bipartisan group of senators, led by 
Sen. Mark O. Hatfield, R-Ore„ has intro-
duced legislation which would revamp the 
U.S. foreign aid program in an effort to help 
eliminate world hunger and promote global 
security. The "Hunger Elimination and Glo-
bal Security Act," would "streamline and 
toughen" U.S. aid programs to prevent inef-
ficiency and foreign government misuse of 
funds, according to Hatfield. 
Hatfield cited as an example of the misuse 
of foreign aid the bill is designed to correct, 
statistics showing that only one-third of the 
food aid to Bangladesh reaches rural areas 
where 85-90 percent of the impoverished res-
idents live while two-thirds of that aid goes to 
police, military, civil services and middle 
class cardholders in six major cities. 
The bill would require recipient nations to 
target food aid and self-help measures to the 
most needy. Besides sharper targeting of 
U.S. humanitarian aid, the bill's sponsors 
emphasized the linkage between hunger and 
global security. "The growing specter of 
world hunger poses a fundamental danger to 
world stability," Hatfield declared. The 
strong bipartisan support and the fact that 
the bill would not cost additional tax dollars 
at a time when Congress is budget conscious 
contribute to its chances of enactment. 
KKK Runs Training Camps 
In Six States, Says A D L 
Ku Klux Klan groups have joined with 
other racist organizations to sponsor para-
military training activities in six states, says a 
report by the Anti-Defamation League of 
B'nai B'rith. 
The Invisible Empire, Knights of the 
KKK, described as the most violent of all 
Klan groups, operates a campsite near Cull-
man, Ala., the report said. It said the full 
squad that trains at the camp consists of 15 
persons, including at least one woman. 
The Camp, which has been dubbed "My 
Lai," is used for target practice with M-16 
rifles, studying guerrilla warfare tactics, and 
practicing search-and-destroy missions. 
Fallbrook, Calif., is the headquarters of 
the Klan's White Point Publishing Com-
pany, which distributes manuals and hand-
books of instruction in terrorism and guer-
rilla warfare, the A D L report said. Among 
the items it distributes is "The Anarchist 
Cookbook," a manual which was used by 
several far-left groups in the late 1960s. U.S. 
Army manuals describing the making of 
bombs, grenades, mines, and chemical ex-
plosives are also distributed by the Klan 
book service. 
Gary Piscottano, the Grand Dragon of 
the "Invisible Empire" Klan's Connecticut 
branch, has admitted that practice shooting 
and paramilitary training are being con-
ducted at camps in that state. 
Gearing up for Ur! 
Representatives of eight Mennonite 
and Brethren in Christ missions and 
service boards will participate in the 
13th Inter-Varsity Christian Fellowship 
(IVCF) Student Missions Convention 
at the University of Illinois at Urbana, 
Dec. 27 to 31. 
"Let every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord" is the theme of Urbana 
'81. Previously the convention took 
place every three years, but when more 
than 18,000 registered for Urbana '79, 
IVCF officials decided to schedule the 
convention every two years. 
The missions and service boards will 
ina '81 
have displays at the armory throughout 
the convention. Students will have op-
portunity to talk to representatives a-
bout service assignments. The boards 
will each offer three "models in minis-
try" workshops during afternoon ses-
sions of the convention. 
Those participating in Urbana '81 are 
the Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission, 
Brethren in Christ, Eastern Mennonite 
Board of Missions and Charities, Evan-
gelical Mennonite Conference, General 
Conference Mennonite Church, Men-
nonite Brethren, Mennonite Central 
Committee, and the Mennonite Church. 
